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NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New. York 1, N.Y. 


“The House of Ecclesiastical Materials”’ , 


Seminary Week 


SEM WEEK (shortened form of seminary week) will be 
held during the week of June 21 to June 28, 1953. This 
Week will be conducted by the Benedictine Fathers, who 
staff Conception Seminary. SEM W 

obligations attached. .The WEEK will be open to all eighth- 
grade graduates, high school and college graduates who are 
interested in the priesthood and feel that they might have a 
vocation to this life. SEM WEEK will consist of a full week 
of general seminary routine, including classes, recreation, 
work, and, of course, prayer. In addition to this there 
will be several conferences (discussions) about choosing 


a vocation in general, what is demanded of a Christian 
today, etc., Those who would like to attend-SEM WEEK 


and / or would like to have information should write 


Father Maur Burback, O.S.B. 
SEM WEEK sa 


Conception, Missouri 


Applications should .be in the mail by June 17. 
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A Green Arrow — 


on your wrapper indicates that your subscription is at the point of 
expiration. We are adopting this new method of notifying our kind 
subscribers, since the increased postal rates require 2¢ for Government 
cards. If you have just recently renewed, please disregard the arrow; 
the envelope was no doubt addressed before receipt of the renewal, 
and the new date of expiration will appear on your next issue. The 
expiration date appears on EACH wrapper, but an arrow indicates 
that your subscription is ABOUT TO EXPIRE or has ALREADY 
EXPIRED. 


We will deeply appreciate the kind co-operation of a prompt re- 
newal as this will help us keep our present low subscription rate. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, 
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The Merciful Heart of Jesus 


UNE is the month dedicated to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and as such is full of significance for Catholics the 
world over. This Sacred Heart as a symbol stands for the 
inexhaustible love of God, the love that prompted Him 
to save the world from sin and its dreadful consequences. 
The tremendous thought of the Infinite Majesty of God 
almost awes man into doubting the possibility of God’s 
love for him, yet through the ages God’s Infinite Wisdom 
has been devising ways to make our weak, uncomprehending minds 
understand that He does love us, and that He desires our love in return. 
Through thousands of years, man remained hopelessly uncomprehend- 
ing, and it took all the Divine ingenuity of the Incarnation to make 
him grasp, however faintly, the mystery of this Infinite Love. 

Loving us with Divine tenderness, God has chosen the most tender 
ways of showing His love, “drawing us with the cords of Adam.” As 
a Babe in the manger, He stretched out His infant arms to persuade us 
to love Him. On the Cross, dying for love of us, He loved us till 
His last breath, and beyond that, daily, through innumerable unbloody 
Calvaries, until the end of time, He loves us still! For love, He remains 
imprisoned on our altars, and in an unspeakable condescension of Di- 
vine love, He gives Himself as the very Food of our souls, and becomes, 
Himself, the Seed of our immortality, the Principle of our transforma- 
tion into the very life of God. 

But as if this were not proof enough of His tenderness to a world 
grown cold in faith, as a “last resort of His love” to win us, He opens 
His Heart, and through His revelations to St. Margaret Mary shows us 
His yearning, pleading love, which is the veritable source of the mys- 
teries of the Incarnation, Passion and Eucharistic life of Jesus upon our 
altars. Thus the Infinite God took to Himself this human Heart in order 
to show His love for us, His poor sinful creatures, and to let us know 
His yearning for our love, and His pain when we refuse. How incom- 
prehensible is this yearning of the Heart of God, hungering and thirst- 
ing with desire to embrace the whole world in Its love and mercy! How 
unfathomable the mystery of Its pain at the incomprehensible indif- 
ference of creatures to that love! 

The thought of the Sacred Heart presents itself to us in a twofold 
aspect. First, in Its goodness, love and mercy which is diffused upon 
souls. Second, as regards the love and reparation which is due to It 





in return. 
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The Friend of Sinners 


It was the goodness, love and mercy of the Heart of Jesus which 
induced Him to undertake the whole work of our Redemption. It is 
His goodness, love and mercy, directed especially to sinners, which at- 
tracts souls to Him here and now, for the Sacred Heart has not changed 
since the days of His earthly life. He is still the same merciful and 
forgiving Savior, and that none might doubt His love and mercy, He 
made to sinners and to erring souls a special promise when He said, 
“Sinners will find in My Heart an ocean of mercy.” When in the 
Litany of the Sacred Heart, we call the Sacred Heart “rich in mercy,” 
we express a beautiful truth. It is precisely this richness in mercy which 
reassures us, reanimates our hope of pardon for sin, and sustains us 
in striving for close union with Him. Fear of God’s justice often pro- 
duces a chilling, an almost paralyzing effect upon our wounded hearts. 
But when we consider the unspeakable mercy of the Sacred Heart, our 
careworn, sin-laden hearts begin to beat with new confidence and 
Divine love. 

Human weakness is a fearful abyss, and millions are lost in it, 
because they are unaware of the infinite mercy of the Sacred Heart. 
Too often we dwell upon our past, the long series of our failings, and 
the seemingly unbroken chain of our sins, and at the sight of our many 
defects we are perhaps inclined to despair of ever conquering our bad 
habits. Sin is indeed a treacherous potion. In the act of committing 
it, we are often ignorant of its dreadful effects for the future. An evil 
habit imperceptibly develops. It grows on us, and finally holds us cap- 
tive. And how shall we break asunder these bonds of Satan, the flesh, 
and the world? We must look upward in humble trust, meditate upon 
the never-failing mercies of the Sacred Heart, pray to Him with utmost 
confidence, and then take new courage. 

Let us remember that the compassion of the Sacred Heart for 
fallen man is boundless, and no matter what may be the malice and 
evil of our life, none of us need ever feel forsaken. In this land of 
mercy, despair is an unpardonable offense. No matter how sinful and 
miserable a soul may be, the arms of the Sacred Heart of Jesus are al- 
ways open to receive it. Holy Scripture testifies to the infinite kind- 
ness and condescension of our Divine Savior and records for us His 
benevolent words of love and mercy. Here we find the perfect beauty 
of the Divine Mercy revealed in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who is God’s 
Mercy Incarnate. 

The Son of God came into this world not to destroy souls, but to 
forgive, to win them back, to convert them from their evil ways. He 
plainly told this truth to the Apostles when He said, “I am not come to 
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call the just, but sinners.” Sinners realized this, for they drew near 
Him, ate and conversed with Him. His enemies were convinced of this, 
for they called Him “the friend of sinners.” 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus loves all sinners. Though He con- 
demned sin in the severest terms, He has no word of condemnation for 
the sinner. His Sacred Heart is all-indulgent towards the erring and 
always pardons them. No single instance 
can be found in the Gospel where He repels 
a repenting sinner. He does not even wait 
for them to come to Him, but goes to meet 
them. He is the Good Shepherd who leaves 
the ninety-nine sheep that are safe in the 
desert and goes after the one which was 
lost, until He finds it. And when He has 
found it, He lays it upon His own shoul- 
ders, rejoicing; and coming home, He says 
to His friends and neighbors: “Rejoice 
with Me! I have found My sheep that was 
lost!” The Samaritan woman, sunk in the 
depths of adultery, He awaits while sitting 
at Jacob’s well in order to pardon her. He 
pardons Magdalen, the sinner, and makes of her a great saint. He 
frees the woman taken in adultery from the penalty of death, and dis- 
misses her with the words, “Go and sin no more.” He heals and for- 
gives the paralytic, saying, “Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.” He is 
the Father of the prodigal son, and when the latter “was yet a long 
way off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion, and 
running to him, fell upon his neck and kissed him.” Zacchaeus, the 
Publican, climbed a sycamore tree to see Him pass by, but the love of 
Jesus’ Sacred Heart caused Him to invite Himself to dine with him that 
He might forgive him. He entirely forgave Peter who denied Him, 
converting him with a glance, and Thomas, who doubted Him. He 
was even ready to forgive Judas the traitor; He promised paradise to 
the Good Thief. 

The mercy of the Sacred Heart is not something of the past! Jesus 
lived and suffered and died for all and for each one of us as though we 
were the only person in the world. Mother Church perpetuates the 
mysteries of His life in her liturgy, so that if we have sufficient faith, 
the human, earthly life of Our Lord is as real and efficacious for us 
as it was for those who were drawn by the sweetness of the Sacred Heart 
nineteen hundred years ago. We have the same Divine Person upon our 
altars as those who walked and talked with Jesus when He was on earth. 
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Behind the veil of fragile whiteness is the same deeply tender human 
Heart that beat with love for Peter, James and John. His grace is al- 
ways waiting for us in the Sacraments, which, like seven fountains, 
full of graces and salvation for souls, continuously flow out from His 
open Heart. 


Full of Goodness and Love 


The Sacred Heart wishes to be taken completely at His word. He 
wants us, whether sinner or saint, or ordinary human being, to come 
to Him as a little child to a loving parent, confiding and trusting in His 
infinite goodness. He wants us to look upon Him as absolutely and in- 
finitely wise, powerful and loving, as He truly is. He wants us to ex- 
pect wonderful graces from Him; and since He is infinite Truth and 
has made such wonderful promises, can we doubt that He will fulfil 
them? He wants us to lean on Him for everything, and not to trust 
our own strength or wisdom or judgment, but to go to Him in all our 
needs and troubles. He wants us to love Him tenderly. A soul that 
does so cannot offend Him deeply, for as He Himself assures us, “If you 
love Me, you will keep My commandments.” He wants us to be pliable 
in His hands, following His appointments without worrying or attempt- 
ing to understand everything that happens, but going trustfully where 
He leads us, and letting Him make us holy in His own way. If we com- 
mit a fault, He wants us to confess it humbly and then not allow any 
misgivings about His forgiveness, His tenderness and love to worry us. 
In trouble and fear, He expects us to confide in Him, to look to Him to 
put everything right. We must never be so foolish as to imagine that 
any difficulty in our life or character or circumstances, or any mistake 
we have made, is beyond the goodness and wisdom and power of His 
merciful Heart. He is ten thousand times more willing to help us than 
we are to be helped. Only we must make it possible for Him to help 
us by asking Him and trusting in Him. 


Love and Reparation 


Finally, the Heart of Jesus looks for our affection and love. And 
what could more impel us to love Him than His love for us? We know 
that He nourishes a love towards us that is so great it transcends human 
appreciation. Should we not return that love to the greatest extent 
possible? Love calls for a return of love in the order of our life, and 
can we refuse to return love to the Heart of Jesus, so full of love for us? 
It was especially of ingratitude and indifference that Jesus complained 
to St. Margaret Mary. The world-wide devastation of sin tears His 
Sacred Heart, but more unbearable are the wounds caused by the neg- 
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lect and coldness of those who have hada glimpse of His beauty and 
have experienced proof of His goodness and mercy and turn away un- 
heeding. For this ingratitude and neglect, as well as for the sins of all 
mankind, He asks for reparation. 

Let us, however, when we speak of pain inflicted on the Sacred 
Heart and the need for reparation, realize that Jesus does not actually 
suffer Now. He is glorified in heaven, and in this state He abides upon 
our altar, beyond the reach of pain and pangs of grief. But during 
His life on earth, being God, He foresaw every insult, every sin that 
would be committed to the end of time; and, being Man, throughout 
His whole life and particularly in His Passion, He suffered for our every 
act, thought and desire not in conformity to the holy Will of God. If 
we had lived then, we would have wished to make a return for this love. 
We must do it now, and we can do it now through reparation, for God, 
to whom there is no past or future, but only the ETERNAL NOW, THE 
ETERNAL PRESENT, receives and accepts here and now our acts of repa- 
ration just as if we had accomplished them when He actually suffered 
on earth. 

There are many practical ways of making reparation, especially 
by offering all our actions and bearing all our daily trials for love of 
the Sacred Heart. In the daily life of every Christian there are number- 
less opportunities of making acts of love and reparation; for example, 
when there is question of overcoming a temptation, or gaining mastery 
over one’s temper, performing an act of obedience or of self-denial, 
overcoming a feeling of repugnance or dislike, imposing on oneself a 
painful privation, suffering or humiliation. Every action, every trial, 
every difficulty in life may thus become a means of love and reparation 
to the Sacred Heart, while at the same time it secures immense graces 
and reward in heaven. 

Love and reparation are easy enough to one who loves. Let each 
do what his heart dictates. Let him do what he knows will please this 
dear Heart, and the dictates of a heart are unerring when they draw 
one to the Prisoner of Love in the Tabernacle to assist at Holy Mass 
and receive Holy Communion in reparation. For He is there awaiting 
us, waiting for our thought of Him, our prayer, our sacrifices and atone- 
ments. Let us always realize this, and remember the good we can do 
to souls through our love and reparation, obtaining graces for them, 
and perhaps bringing others to feel and know Jesus loves them, and 
thus we may console Him by the return of some straying sheep. 


Spiritual Vitamin for June 
Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my Love! (Ind. 300 days.) 
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A Message from Father Mateo 


Founder and Apostle of the Enthronement 


From his sickbed in the hospital of Notre Dame de la Merci in 
Montreal, Canada, Father Mateo has directed a circular letter to the 
apostles of the Enthronement, which we reproduce here in large part 
for the benefit of our readers, many of whom are deeply interested 
both in Father Mateo and in the work of the Enthronement which he 
has so zealously promoted for so many years. He calls his circular a 
* ‘bouquet’ of suggestions in the form of an intimate heart-to-heart 
chat.”’ 


Overflowing Chalices 
EAL is a very great and rare virtue. It is by its very nature a 
z, radiating fire, at times through external activities and preaching, 
as in the case of St. Francis Xavier, but more often in silence 
and immolation, as in the case of the wonderful hermit of the Sahara, 
the great penitent, Charles de Foucauld. 

In either case, the genuine apostle is a chalice full to the brim and 
that overflows from its abundance. Logically this means that the very 
first and indispensable requirement of the apostolate is the apostle’s 
deep interior life, whether it be a question of a preacher or a contem- 
plative, of a St. Dominic or a St. Catherine of Siena. 

For example, let us consider the incomparable, hidden, unique 
fecundity of the three most wonderful missionaries in history, the three 
silent Ones of Nazareth: Jesus, the Worker, Mary, and Joseph! No 
mission was ever more prodigiously fruitful than theirs. And since 
then, no missionary activity has ever been successful, unless it was 
modeled after that of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. 

You give life only in the measure that you are overflowing with life! 

In this regard, I will never forget the lesson an outstanding doctor 
unconsciously taught me. “While on my way to visit my patients,” he 
said, “I recite my rosary and make spiritual Communions. . . In this 
way I fulfil my first duty of a precursor as a Catholic doctor. In their 
turn Jesus and Mary will do theirs!” Without suspecting it, he had 
exposed as a spiritual master the one great secret of all apostolic suc- 
cess. If all apostles and missionaries acted in this way, if the Kingdom 
of God were truly within us, how often that Kingdom would be es- 
tablished in others through us. Let us always practice and live first 
what we preach to others. . . Let us start filling up our own reservoirs! 


Two Life Springs — One King, His Heart the Fountain 
Thanks be to God I have never been a pessimist, even though, 
perhaps more than many others, I have had personal contact with 
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the terrible evils that are threatening to crush us. Nevertheless, for 
the hundredth time I repeat: the fundamental, the root evil, is the per- 
version of the home, which our enemies are determined to secularize, 
to profane and de-Christianize. The vengeful watchword of Hell is: 
Destroy Nazareth! If they succeed in poisoning the social cell, they 
will have succeeded in undermining and ruining the social body, and 
so they will also succeed in driving Christ the Savior out of the nations 
of the world. 

Let us then earnestly work with all our zeal to create in those 
families whose Christianity is so often nothing but a veneer, a true 
“Nazareth atmosphere.” This we can do by injecting those families 
with the Divine sap of a Christian life, thoroughly lived. Thus we will 
implant in families the germ that will eventually bring about the resur- 
rection of society. 

This brings me quite naturally to the “leitmotif” of the doctrine 
I have been preaching throughout the world for at least fifty years, 
namely, that the Enthronement aims at uniting — with a bond as strong 
as love itself — the two great well-springs and the two sacred taber- 
nacles, Home and Altar. This is the dominant theme that sums up 
our crusade, whether we consider it as a Christian ideal, as Catholic 
doctrine, as a supernatural spirit or an apostolic undertaking: Christ 
living and lived in the family of Nazareth — Christ living and lived 
in the home that has become His tabernacle! Two tabernacles, and only 
one and absolutely the same King, Jesus! Then, the God-Emmanuel 
of Nazareth will not only have the first place in the home, but through 
the power of His love and the fervor and generosity of His friends, 
He will have the whole place, for He must become the Friend, the King, 
the Center, the All of the home. What a.kingdom of peace and light 
and grace that home will then be! 

When the Enthronement is thus understood and lived, Jesus is not 
only the Heavenly Benefactor whom people receive on bended knee 
and with transitory homage. No, He is the integral Christ of the Gospel, 
of Nazareth, of Bethany, of Emmaus. He is the Christ of Calvary with 
the opened Heart; He is the hidden Christ, yes, but the living and 
glorious Christ of the Eucharist and of Heaven! 


Hardships and Happiness 


In this land of exile, in our homes, He certainly has not promised 
to suppress the burning sands of the desert, anymore than He did at 
Nazareth. The hardships and trials remain. But when the Christian 
life, of the family is nourished at the Divine Banquet of Love, when 
God’s will is the daily strengthening food of His true friends, then His. 
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Sacred Heart changes their bitterness into sweetness, their weakness 
into strength and their thorns into flowers. Remember that He who 
tenderly loved Mary, His Mother, more than He loved the angels, also 
willed that she should weep and suffer as the Mother of Sorrows. Yet 
at the same time — but certainly because of her union with Him — 
she was and is the happiest of creatures. Thus we must never forget 
that tears and thorns and trials are not synonymous with unhappiness, 
a thousand times no! Like Mary, the Sorrowful Mother, Jesus’ friends 
also can be crucified, but at the same time they may be the happiest 
people on earth! Their Heaven of peace here below, as above, is and 
ever will be, the all-loving Heart of Jesus. 


If, then, happiness is too often lacking, it is not due to an excess 
of crosses but because in many so-called Catholic homes, Jesus of 
Nazareth is called a friend merely out of formality and courtesy. But 
in reality, He is treated like the feared and far-off God of the Jansenists. 
Let us follow the example of the family of the Little Flower at “Les 
Buissonnets” and return to the perennial source of peace, grace and 
happiness: Nazareth, the thoroughly Christian home. 


Let us look for Him, and we will find under our own roof the Heart 
of a King, of a Brother, of a Friend; the only One who never changes, 
who never deceives, who never dies. The great and fervent Catholics 
have always found in this Heart, even in the midst of the brambles and 
briars of this life, a foretaste of Heaven. 

So understood and so lived, the Enthronement is truly a work of 
family salvation, of social and national restoration. 


Family “Night Watchmen” 


In this hour of deadly conflict, let us preach confidence and the 
Eucharist. In this dark hour of uncertainty, let us lay stress on the 
Gospel and the Law, but the entire Law, especially the first and great- 
est of all the Commandments, that of Love. In this hour of wide- 
spread laxity, let us have the courage to preach the Eucharist which 
gives moral strength to the weak to mortify themselves. 


Moreover, take every occasion to set in bold relief the beauty, the 
productiveness and the timeliness of Night Adoration in the Home. 
Happily this family lamp is becoming everywhere a world-wide con- 
flagration of reparation that will spare us the punishment provoked 
by the public apostasy from Christ. 

Choose your adorers only from among the elite. Already they 
form a vast and powerful army. But see to it that it is always com- 
posed of chosen souls, the very best. Their generosity and their fidelity 
to Night Adoration will be in proportion to their robust Faith. What 
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fills us with hope is not so much their large number but rather their 
superior quality. Only in eternity will we learn of the well-deserved 
chastisements that these “night watchmen” have warded off from us, 
and of the countless blessings they have drawn down on families and 
on society. 


Family Rosary 


And now, still speaking of family prayer, I would like to make 
a recommendation about something both beautiful and timely. 

Recently the Holy Father and numerous Bishops have strongly 
urged Catholics to enroll in the Family Rosary Crusade, in order to 
avert the great calamities that threaten us all. 

I am happy to profit by the occasion of this Circular Letter to 
make this pressing invitation of the Pope my own, and with greater 
insistence than ever before, I knock on the doors of our beloved 
“Bethanies” — our Enthronement and Night Adoration homes — and 
urge them to join this Crusade, if they have not already done so. 
St. Dominic stopped and conquered the Albigensian heresy with the 
Rosary. But we are surrounded by other enemies, perhaps even more 
terrible, who must be stopped and conquered with the Rosary in our 
hands and the “Help of Christians” in our hearts. 


Feast of the Sacred Heart 


I do not want to miss this excellent opportunity to ask once more, 
very insistently, of all our apostles to take a zealous but prudent interest 
in having the Feast of the Sacred Heart solemnly celebrated on Friday, 
thus carrying out the formal and explicit request of the King of Love. 
Of course, He who can never make a mistake, knew that there would 
be difficulties. . . Do not change His plan but carry out exactly and 
generously what He who is Wisdom and Love has explicitly requested. 
Then He in return will fulfil royally all that He has promised. May 
this thrice holy Friday be a feast of love and joy in the family —a 
real family celebration — after having been a Eucharistic Feast in the 
church in the morning. a 

Without giving in to the temptation of pessimism, open wide your 
eyes and contemplate the ravages of the storm that is devastating the 
world to snatch it from the control of Jesus Christ. 

But at the same time consider the powerful means Our Lord 
has placed at our disposal to scatter and put an end to this storm. . . 
Confidence, Jesus has conquered the world, and He has promised that 
He will reign despite Satan and His agents; and that, as He Himself 
added, “through the omnipotence of His Love, of His Sacred Heart!” 

The Savior came down to earth and has ‘been: dwelling and still 
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dwells among us on the very battlefield itself. But where is His tent 
and His dwelling place? “Come and see,” He says to us as he said 


to Philip. 
Let us follow Him, and falling at His feet before the Eucharistic 
Tabernacle, hold out suppliant arms to Him. . . Receive Him, con- 


sume Him in Holy Communion. . . and there, in our hearts, carry Him, 
the Son of God and the Son of Mary, to that other tabernacle, and 
enthrone Him, living and lived, in the beautiful sanctuary of our home, 
His own dwelling place. 

May His peace come and overflow through the reign of His truth 
and His justice, and above all, through the triumph and reign of His 
love, of His Heart! 

Apostles of the Enthronement, in imitation of St. Thomas, place 
your hands, your eyes, your hopes in that adorable and merciful Heart. 
And swear to be, in life and in death, His intimate friends, in order 
to become, in spirit and truth, His zealous and conquering apostles! 

And pray, please, pray that I, the crucified apostle, may know how 
to suffer and die as a Priest and Apostle! 





Notre Dame de ia Merci Hospital, 
Montreal, Canada. 
February, 1953. 


Are you a “night watchman”? 


Night adorers promise to make one hour of adoration in their 
own home once a month, in a spirit of reparation and as an act of 
homage and love to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The night begins at 
9 P.M. and ends at 6 A.M. Each is free to choose the hour desired 
and the date, but as an act of generosity this choice may be left to 
the Director. To become a member of the League of Night Adoration 
in the Home one’s name should be inscribed at a local center, such as 
any of our Benedictine Convents of Perpetual Adoration, or at the 
National Center of the Enthronement, 4930 South Dakota Ave., N. E., 
Washington 17, D.C. There is no charge, but a small offering is wel- 
come to cover expense of membership card, postage, etc. More com- 
plete information is also contained in our booklet, ‘‘Enthronement and 
Night Adoration in the Home,” 10¢. 
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© Hy God, 1 Love Pou! 


a Sat at ° 


OD is endlessly lovable. He is all Goodness, all Beauty, 
all Holiness, all Kindness, all Mercy, all Love. He is 
our Creator. He made us out of nothing, and keeps 
us in being every moment. He gives us all the good 
we have. He has prepared heaven for our eternal 
home. When we consider God in Himself and in the 
benefits He confers upon us every second, who of us 
can help but love Him? We ought, indeed, all of us, 

to love Him with all our heart, and to do all and suffer all things for 

His love. Yes, we ought further to will and to work that all mankind 

might love Him because He is so lovable. 

Who can imagine the pleasure with which God would contemplate 

a country continuously re-echoing from early morning till late at night 

with acts of Divine love? What glory would redound to Him if from 

early morning till late at night, from north and south, and east and west, 
in every country of the world, this act of love were repeated tens of 
thousands of times! This is the aim of a world-wide crusade launched 

more than a decade ago by Msgr. Charles D. Curran of Halifax, N.S., 

who seeks to have the little prayer, “My God, I love You!” said a 

billion times a day. His crusade, beginning in an adoration hour ser- 

mon, approved by many bishops and blessed by Pius XII, has now 
spread throughout Canada, the United States, South America, Europe, 

Africa, Australia, Japan, India and other parts of the Far East. A 

little pamphlet “Parishes Re-echoing with Acts of Love of God,” trans- 

lated into eleven different languages, has been the means of promoting 
this crusade. Among others, countless servicemen have found strength 
in making this act of love their battle cry as they go into the conflict. 





What a change would come over this sinful, irreligious, pagan 
world if everywhere people could be persuaded to make frequent use 
of this prayer, “My God, I love You!” Holy Scripture records how 
God was willing to stay His avenging hand over the sinful cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah if but ten just men could be found in them. Who 
can estimate the graces He would cause to descend in copious showers 
upon mankind if, on sea and land and in the air, millions were con- 
stantly saying with heart and lips, “O my God, I love You!” 

If all children, all youths, all persons in their homes, in the fields, in 
the factory, business office or store, if all the sick and aged were to bom- 
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bard the Heart of God with this shaft of love, God would reign not 
only as King of their hearts but He would also reign as King of the 
world in which He would take infinite delight. Instead of the blas- 
phemies, irreverent profanations of His Holy Name, foul or suggestive 
stories, this act of love would constantly rise heavenward, making ac- 
ceptable reparation for the outrage such language gives to God. 

On the other hand, an act of love of God is the most beneficial, 
the most consoling and the most meritorious act conceivable for man 
himself. Christians achieve the perfection of merit and of grace every 
time they make a perfect act of love, that is, love of God for His own 
sake. No other words that man can utter are so acceptable to God as 
the telling of his love for Him. St. Therese of the Child Jesus, a 
moment before dying, exclaimed: “My God, I love You!” The Good 
Thief, through one act of perfect love of God in his death hour, ob- 
tained certain salvation. The last act of the dying Savior was one of 
purest love for His Heavenly Father. Our Blessed Mother and St. 
Joseph breathed forth their chaste souls in the most perfect love of God. 

An act of perfect love of God instantaneously reconciles to God the 
soul of a sinner steeped in mortal sin, even before confession and ab- 
solution, provided there is a desire to go to confession. Who can count 
the sinners who have thus been saved by an act of perfect love? It is 
the secret of the infinite mercy of God. Heaven may, therefore, be the 
price of an act of love. Think of it! One instant of love here below can 
give am eternity of love hereafter. 

But if an act of perfect love at once justifies a sinner, how much 
more does it purify the soul of venial sin! How powerful it is in 
enabling a soul to triumph over temptation and to acquire countless 
merits! An act of perfect love lessens likewise the expiation to be made 
in purgatory for sins committed and it may entirely remove this punish- 
ment if made with great fervor and perfection, which God alone can 
measure. An act of perfect love establishes a state of union between 
God and the human heart, a union that is intimate, living, permanent, 
abiding. It commences that union with God which is the supreme as- 
piration and last end of our supernatural being, the Beatific Union with 
God who is Truth and Love. Every act of perfect love entitles us in this 
life to an increase of sanctifying grace, and in the world to come it 
gives a ray of eternal glory. Hence, in multiplying our acts of love. 
we multiply our measure of light and happiness in heaven. If, there- 
fore, we daily perform many acts of love, what a harvest of eternal glory 
we will be unceasingly gathering! Even in this life we may become 
the millionaires of heaven! 

What more ideal way could there be to begin one’s day than with 
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this little act of love: “O my God, I love You!” By making the first 
voluntary act one of love of God, there is a strong assurance that the re- 
maining moments will be devoted to God. If the love of God is in the 
heart, daily Mass and Holy Communion will become a necessity, an 
habitual practice, and on the way thither the theme song will be, “O my 
God, I love You!” The journey homeward can be a long prolonged 
thanksgiving, repeating again and again, “O my God, I love You!” 
Throughout the day it will be constantly renewed, until the mind will 
come to think of God, the lips to utter acts of love of God, the body 
and limbs to work out the love of God, so that whatever is thought, 
spoken or done will be permeated with the spirit of love. In moments 
of joy it will be a prayer of thanksgiving; in sorrow and trial, a prayer 
for help and consolation; while working or enjoying oneself, while busy 
or at rest, morning, noon and night, when an action is begun or finished, 
when walking along the street or riding to some destination, let these 
words repeat themselves in the mind and heart. In times of danger es- 
pecially must the first thought be, “My God, I love You!” 

Would that every human heart were in this way a burning fur- 
nace of love so that sin would become an impossibility, sacrifice a 
pleasure and a joy, virtue the longing of every soul, and that all men 
would live for love, dream of love, breathe love, and at last die of love. 
pierced through and through with the shaft of Divine love, the sweet 
gift of God to man. Let us at least promise and resolve to make a veri- 
table apostolate out of this act of love of God, endeavoring to persuade 
friends within and without the fold to form the habit of reciting this 
blessing-laden prayer. It will stir many a sinner to an act of perfect 
contrition and be the means of speedy justification; for many non- 
Catholics it may prove the basic factor of salvation. The seriously ill, 
drawing nearer and nearer to the judgment, and the aged going down 
the hillside of life will find in this prayer sweet consolation and in- 
creasing confidence. Yes, happy are all those who acquire the habit of 


making frequent acts of love! “O my God, I love You!” 
(—_—_—_—— °° 


Be good. to pou 


by remembering our Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary in your Will. You 
will thus gain the twofold merit of charity and promotion of religious 
works and the benefit of special prayers offered for benefactors. The 
form of bequest is: — 

I give, devise and bequeath to the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, a corporation organized and existing under 
the laws of the State of Missouri (here state amount of money or give 
description of property). 
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Se tt, 
Or Cotes kote 


ISING from the stately marble columns of the beautiful 
Adoration Chapel dedicated to Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament at Mundelein, Illinois, are thirty-three 
graceful arches, each arch dedicated in its turn to one 
of the invocations of the Litany of the Sacred Heart, 
of which there are thirty-three. Gazing at these arches 
in the month of the Sacred Heart, the Sisters at our 

Mundelein convent realize that the years have indeed arched over their 

heads since that day in June twenty-five years ago, when for the first 

time Holy Mass was celebrated in their temporary chapel and the Per- 
petual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament was begun. 


Thinking back to that day — June 7, 1928 — the feast of Corpus 
Christi that year, when His Eminence, Cardinal Mundelein himself cele- 
brated Holy Mass and exposed the Blessed Sacrament on the altar, to be 
the Object of their unceasing adoration, our Sisters also realize how 
much they have for which to thank Jesus in this their Silver Jubilee year. 





Cardinal Mundelein had invited our Congregation to establish a 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in his great archdiocese, in order 
that his see might be blessed and protected by the unceasing prayer of 
consecrated adorers before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed. He 
envisioned this Sanctuary as a memorial which would keep alive in the 
hearts of the faithful the flame of love for the Holy Eucharist kindled 
by the magnificent demonstrations of faith and love evident everywhere 
during the 28th International Eucharistic Congress held in Chicago 
in June, 1926. 

In assuming the responsibility of this great undertaking, we were 
nobly aided by many lovers of the Blessed Sacrament, whose sacrifice- 
offerings helped to raise the walls of the new convent and chapel. 
Begun in 1930, the permanent Adoration Chapel was ready for dedi- 
cation on the feast of the Guardian Angels, October 2, 1932. Cardinal 
Mundelein, who often referred to the consolation it brought him to 
have a Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in his archdiocese, officiated 
once again at Benediction and now exposed the Blessed Sacrament in 
the large stationary monstrance on its regal throne. 

The feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin, November 21, 
1945, brought the crowning joy of the solemn consecration of the 
Sanctuary by His Eminence, Samuel Cardinal Stritch, successor of 
Cardinal Mundelein. 








—— ~ 














The Altar of Exposition 








=) gm _ 


x i a 











50 Tabernacle and Purgatory 

Not only as a memorial of the Eucharistic Congress, however, had 
Cardinal Mundelein intended the establishment of this Sanctuary of 
Perpetual Adoration, but also as a source of grace and inspiration for 
the future priests of his archdiocese, who, as students in the nearby 
archdiocesan seminary of St. Mary of the Lake, would be given fre- 
quent opportunities to participate in the Eucharistic services held in 
the chapel. There, the Cardinal hoped (and rightly so) that the flame 
of love for the Blessed Sacrament would be enkindled in the hearts of 
the young levites, to sustain them in their future labors and bear fruit 
in their: ministry among the faithful. 


But the clergy and seminarians were not the only ones who were 
to benefit from the presence of a Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in 
their midst. The laity, too, have been drawn in ever-increasing num- 
bers to the feet of our Eucharistic King, perpetually exposed on His 
Sacramental Throne there. Several associations have been formed, 
whose members bring most generaus sacrifices to keep the weekly or 
monthly hour of adoration which they have pledged. Among these 
associations are: The Sentinels of the Blessed Sacrament, the Junior 
Sentinels, the King’s Guard of Honor, and Our Lady of Fatima Group. 
This Sanctuary has also become the focal point of many pilgrimages, 
and is a favorite place for Days of Recollection for various groups. 


It is with justifiable pride (so we think) that the Motherhouse here 
at Clyde has watched the development of this eldest daughterhouse. 
The Sisters of our entire Congregation enter fully into the joy of the 
Mundelein community in having reached their Silver Milestone, and 
with them give thanks to God for the marvelous and abundant blessings 
He has lavished upon them during these twenty-five years. Only God 
Himself knows what streams of grace have flowed from this Eucha- 
ristic Sanctuary upon souls throughout the world. May this be one 
of the pleasant surprises He holds in store for the. day of eternity! 
Not that these blessings are to be ascribed to the prayers of the adorers 
as of themselves, but that, by union with the Divine Highpriest and 
Victim in His perpetual Sacrifice and abiding presence, these prayers 
have become His very own and so are charged with the all-powerful 
and infinite virtue of His Divinity. 

Looking back over these twenty-five years with gratitude to God 
for His manifold blessings, and to the many kind benefactors who have 
lent their moral and material support, the Sisters also look forward 
confidently to the future; for they know that they serve One who can- 
not and will not be outdone in generosity, and who, as long as they 
are faithful to their high and privileged vocation, will continue to 
bestow His blessings and to dispense His graces from this Sanctuary 





The “Sacrifice of Praise,"’ or Divine Oftice 
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of Perpetual Adoration, which has been so auspiciously placed under 
the protecting mantle of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. 


In a conversation with His Apostles, Jesus once remarked: ‘“‘And 
I, if I be lifted up, will draw all things to Myself.’’ He was speaking 
at the time of His impending crucifixion. However, looking across 
the years, may He not have been thinking also of those more distant 
times when He would be “‘lifted up’’ on countless Eucharistic thrones 
for the adoration of His faithful? Yes, in the Blessed Sacrament Jesus 
is truly the ‘‘Magnet”’ of souls, sweetly drawing to Himself all who 
come to Him with faith and love; but drawing to Himself more par- 
ticularly those privileged souls whom He wishes should form His court 
of adorers. May He inspire many generous young souls, during this 
month of the Sacred Heart, to consecrate their lives to Him as Per- 
petual Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament! 


Young ladies (preferably between 16 and 28) who feel drawn to this holy 
vocation are invited to correspond with our Mother General, who will gladly 
send explanatory literature and full particulars regarding our mode of life. 
Kindly address inquiries to: 

Reverend Mother M. Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 





The Heart of Jesus, 
a Propitiation for the Souls in Purgatory 


—_eo——_ 


HE solicitous love which fills the Heart of Jesus for the suffer- 
ing members of His Mystical Body, and the eminent dignity 
to which He raises the least of the children of men by calling 

them to co-operate by voluntary works of satisfaction in hastening their 
release, gives us to understand that nothing enters more fully into His 
desires than that we should be fervent in pleading and satisfying for 
the souls in purgatory. The increase of love of God, which is the 
necessary fruit of devotion to the Sacred Heart, must be accompanied 
with an increase of charity for the souls in purgatory, so dear to God, 
and so needy and deserving of pity. 

The Sacred Heart made known to St. Margaret Mary two efficacious 
means for the relief of the holy souls: prayer, and acts done in union 
with His own. Prayer in every form greatly benefits the holy souls, 
but above all Holy Mass,.in which»all the merits and satisfactions of 
Jesus Himself are made available. Our Lord said to St: Margaret Mary, 
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“These poor souls especially implore Masses in honor of the Sacred 
Heart.” Secondly, Holy Communion received in supplication and atone- 
ment for the souls in purgatory is most powerful over the Heart of 
Jesus. Thirdly, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is of great efficacy, 
for it was when St. Margaret Mary prolonged her prayer at the foot 
of the Tabernacle that the suffering souls used to surround her, im- 
ploring her intercession. 

Again, acts done in union with those of the Sacred Heart are a 
very powerful means of intercession and propitiation, for the Heart of 
Jesus is Himself the propitiation for sin. The theological meaning of 
the word “propitiation” is that of an offering or sacrifice made to God 
in atonement for sin. This is truly what Jesus has made of Himself. 
He offered Himself for our sins and for the sins of all mankind, from 
the first instant of His conception till He drew His last breath upon the 
Cross. Every single act of His mortal life was a propitiation to the 
Father for us. His sublime obedience, His profound and abject hu- 
mility, His exercise of every virtue, the sufferings of His Passion and 
Death, all were an infinite sacrifice of propitiation for the sins of man- 
kind. We may offer up the merits of the Sacred Heart in any particu- 
lar mystery of His life, or in the exercise of any virtue, or we may offer 
all together in propitiation for the souls in purgatory. We may join 
and unite with this infinite offering that of our own poor acts which 
will give them value and make them most acceptable to God. For in- 
stance, some suffering, some disappointment, some humiliation, some 
labor, some sacrifice united with the sufferings and merits of the Sacred 
Heart will make atonement and be of great value when offered in behalf 
of the holy souls. 

We may likewise offer the intercession of the Sacred Heart with 
His Father for them, for it is all-powerful. He is not only the Redeemer, 
but He is also the Mediator between the Father and us poor sinful 
creatures. We should have unlimited faith in His merits and prayers. 
Especially, as we have already noted, does the Sacred Heart continue 
in the Holy Eucharist His Sacrifice and work of propitiation as the 
Victim on the altar. Even in His life of glory, He shows His Wounds 
to the Eternal Father, thus appeasing the Divine Justice. St. Paul says, 
“He is at the right hand of God and makes intercession for us!” 

During the month of the Sacred Heart, let us not neglect His 
beloved friends in purgatory, who are moreover our own relatives, 
friends, neighbors and associates, many of whom we have loved dearly 
here on earth. The Sacred Heart is yearning for their release. He 
understands their suffering and need. He has suffered Himself, and in 
His sufferings He was forsaken. Let us frequently offer the Holy Sacri- 
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fice and Holy Communion for them, and let us unite our prayers, sacri- 
fices and meritorious works to those of the Sacred Heart during His 
life on earth making of them a spiritual bouquet for the holy souls for 


love of Him. 
aiehiiiie 


A Human Providence 


E are all accustomed from childhood to the phrase, ‘‘the 
Providence of God,’’ and we know it refers to God’s 
ruling plan and care for the universe and for every de- 
tail of each individual life. But have we ever thought 
that although God administers His supernatural Prov- 
idence Himself, He often makes use of us as His ‘“‘hu- 
man providence’? Which means that very often God 
uses a human instrument to effect the good He wishes 

done, to confer a benefit on some soul. 

When we consider the incalculable good done not only to indi- 
viduals but to thousands by the reading of Catholic literature, we find 
in it matter for our own action as human “providences.’’ By reading, 
subscribing to and distributing good Catholic literature, we can be very 
effective instruments in the hand of Him who is Eternal Truth. Many 
of our subscribers have written to us, telling what “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” has meant to them, since coming into their hands by what 
they then thought to be chance, but now realize was the Providence of 
God, wrought by one of His human instruments. One such letter runs 
as follows: 





“Your magazine is the best Catholic periodical I have ever come 
across. Someone happened to leave an old issue here one day and I 
read and re-read it, finding each article to be not only interesting and 
instructive, but refreshing as well. I don’t know who left the maga- 
zine here, but they will never know how great a favor they have done.” 


Would you not like to be able to confer such a benefit on some- 
one else? You can do so very easily by giving subscriptions to ‘‘Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory”’ to your friends and neighbors, by leaving the 
magazines in offices, hospitals, libraries, etc. 


Premium 

As a premium during this month of June, which is dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart, we are offering both for new and renewal subscrip- 
tions our interesting and enlightening booklet on the “Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in the Home.” 

For five new subscriptions we are happy to be able to offer a black 
ebony wall Crucifix, 74%, inches high. For those whose subscriptions 
reach us first we have a stand for this crucifix which adds to its 
attractiveness. 


Subscription Price: only $1.00. Canada and foreign countries, $1.25. 








The twenty-one novices pictured here have generously answered the call of the Sacred Heart, and all of them have now had 
the happiness of pronouncing their first temporary vows. Their white veil has now been replaced by the black veil of professed 


religious, but the brightness of their smiles has remained unchanged, for they have now tasted even more fully the sweetness of 
belonging entirely to Jesus. 
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Sermon on the Occasion of a Golden Jubilee 
Celebration in Our Chapel 


{ 


April 21, 1953 pw? 


By Rev. Aloysius J. Felling 


“T will set my tabernacle in the midst of you, and my soul shall not cast 
you off. I will walk among you and will be your God” (Lev. 26:11,12). 


I N the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

It is a very humbling experience this morning to stand in the pres- 
ence of the honored Jubilarians and try to find words that might 
serve as an inspiration to them, whose lives are an inspiration to us 
all. As Father Abbot so nobly said this morning, we could speak of 
the golden rosary of their years, telling each bead of the graces and 
blessings which their Almighty Spouse has bestowed upon them, and 
I am sure in the minds of the two Sisters this morning it is the remem- 
brance of these favors that warms their hearts. But as St. Isidore has 
said, there are two kinds of martyrdom; there is the martyrdom which 
consists in fighting and suffering openly for Christ; and the martyr- 
dom that is hidden in the will. Fifty years ago these Sisters laid down 
their will and took up that of Christ, and although the years have been 
rich in graces, they have been filled, too, with a living martyrdom. 
The Sisters have become living sanctuary lights, burning themselves 
out — ignited with the flame of love of their Master and Creator, and 
burning themselves out in His service. 


The world cannot understand this. It is the farthest thing from 
the mind of the world. So in contrasting the attitude of the world 
towards service to God, and the life of these Sisters, we realize more 
fully how tremendous has been their sacrifice. They are but human 
as the rest of us. They have been the subject of temptations as we 
have, but they have not succumbed to these temptations and entice- 
ments of the world. They have not sought, as the world does, only 
its own pleasures, but they have sought the pleasure, the wish of God. 


It is important that we realize how great has been their sacrifice, 
and it is important, too, that we realize the value of it in the world. 
Happily, a change is now slowly manifesting itself in the world, an 
acceptance of what Christ taught and what is recorded in the Gospel 
of St. John, chapter six, of what the Popes have urged and the saints 
practiced down through the centuries — the realization on the part of 
the world where the strength to do the will of God lies. In these 
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sad past fifty years we have seen many changes in the material world, 
but great as they are, and as awe-inspiring as they might be, they are 
as nothing, and they have no value in the future of mankind compared 
to the increase in the love, in the realization of the benefit of the 
Strength of strength — Christ in the Eucharist. The Sisters have known 
this for years. They could not have lived other than the world if it 
had not been for their faith, for their concernment with the Eucharist. 
There is no holy life lived today that does not have its center in Christ. 
And just as the world has been self-centered and ego-centric, so also 
have the lives of these Sisters been Christ-centered and Christo-centric. 
Let us thank heaven that at least some in the world are beginning to 
realize it, and no small part of that realization can be attributed to 
the honored Jubilarians and to the Community to which they belong. 

Using a metaphor of the day, I might liken the Congregation of 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration to an atomic pile. You know 
in order that the tenaciousness of the component parts of an element 
might be broken apart and might give forth the bound-up energy which 
is in it, there needs to be a bombardment of that element by a radio- 
active metal or element. So the world uses radium, uranium, those 
things which have by nature this power to give off energy. And then 
against it is directed an electrical spark so that inside of the element 
tremendous energy is developed. This energy is directed towards 
another element which in turn is split and becomes radioactive itself. 
I look upon these sanctuaries of God as spiritual atomic piles where 
the spark has come to these consecrated virgins from the Heart of 
Christ Himself. They have been made radioactive spiritually in their 
faith and in their adoration of their Eucharistic King. This energy 
which they have released has spread over the world and has made 
men Eucharist-conscious. They have made men realize that the words 
of Christ are true: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened, 
and I will refresh you!” Oh, certainly, it is small —the progress in 
Eucharistic devotion is small, but it is growing. The countless holy 
hours that are taking place in the parishes, even perpetual adoration 
in busy parish life, the solemnity of the Forty Hours’ devotion, the 
tremendous increase in weekly and daily reception of Holy Communion, 
all these things, my dear friends, are a sign that the world is beginning 
to realize where the strength of its soul lies; that Christ was telling the 
truth when He said, “Unless a man eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood, 
he shall not have life in him’; that it is only by making oneself a part 
of Christ in the Eucharist that one is able to live a Christlike life. 
The Sisters of this Congregation have disintegrated themselves into 
Christ and are spreading, especially by their prayers, but also by their 
other apostolates, this devotion, this adoration. 
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So our honored Jubilarians have spent themselves through fifty 
years, first and foremost in prayer. Our Holy Father told the Mother 
General of this Congregation, just last year, that it was the prayer of 
Congregations such as this that he was depending upon to further the 
Cause of Christ in the world. How many countless graces have been 
won in this sanctuary! You can see the effects in parish life; you can 
see how men are turning to God, and especially to the Eucharistic Lord, 
realizing in their troubles and in the trials of this distressed world 
that there is only one hope. and that is in their Lord. How many 
priests have been renewed in their spiritual life as a result of the prayers 
uttered here through day and night! How many vocations have been 
won to the religious life here at the foot of the Eucharistic Throne! 
How many fallen from grace and fallen from the arms of the Church 
have obtained the grace to come back to the Church through the prayers 
and sacrifices of these Sisters! They have, of course, not only prayed 
the most perfect of all prayers, the Mass, and its complementary liturgy, 
the Divine Office, but they have devoted themselves, too, to prayers to 
those saints whose lives reflect the love of God. To me it was rather 
striking yesterday as I left the main highway and approached Clyde 
to travel over Highway M. and then Highway J. I thought, “Yes, 
through Mary and Joseph, we can reach Christ.” 


These Sisters also have devoted their prayers especially to repara- 
tion, reparation for the frightful abuses that have resulted from man’s 
neglect of the Eucharistic Savior, not only in sacrilegious receptions, 
but also in their indifference. Thousands of visitors, filled with curios- 
ity, have entered these sacred portals, and how many of them have 
been intrigued by the beautiful mosaics, but have turned their back on 
the Eucharistic King? Who is going to satisfy God for that indiffer- 
ence but the Sisters? You might say, “Well, it is unintentional, they 
do not know any better.” But how many of us can believe, no matter 
who the man or woman is, who enters these sacred dwelling places of 
God, that they will not be given a natural grace by Him? Yet, in their 
indifference, so many of them turn it down. Who is going to make 
up for that indifference? It can be no other than the Sisters, whose 
lives are devoted to making this a “Holy of Holies.” 


The Sisters, not only by their prayers, but by their service of God, 
have made their lives holocausts. They have done works very close 
to the Eucharistic worship to which they are pledged. They have en- 
gaged in making altar breads which will become the Body of Christ. 
They have made the vestments with which the other Christ, the priest, 
stands at the altar of the Lord. They have engaged in sacred art so 
that men might be inspired to love God more. They have had the 
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special apostolate of the press whereby they have disseminated to the 
world the truth about the spiritual strength that is available to all. 


Not only have they engaged in these activities which are so 
closely connected to the altar of God, but each by her own talent and 
without complaining has given ALL to God. One of these Jubilarians 
has devoted her life in spreading the beauty of music to the world; 
the other has devoted her talents to the art of sewing, to embroidery — 
artistic work,— both calculated in their own way to lift the minds 
and hearts of men to God. But foremost, and above all, they have 
given themselves to God completely, unreservedly; they have submitted 
their wills to His wishes. And this day is the shining day in their 
lives! We would pray God to grant them many more years. They 
must not be allowed to think that they are useless either to the com- 
munity or to the world, as their physical health declines. They must 
be reminded that one prayer can do more than years of active work. 
They must be told that they are needed in the world yet, and until that 
need is filled, God will not call them to receive the eternal golden crown. 
During the intervening years may they take hope in viewing the past, 
and may they live on, not only in love but also in peace and sweet 
contentment. 


I know that I speak for all present here today in giving honor and 
congratulations to these Sisters. They are both products of wonderful 
Catholic homes, of the religious piety of their parents, shown by the 
many vocations in their families. Their parents lived by faith, and by 
faith they gave their children to God. These children have lived by 
faith, and have given their lives to Him. They have this faith, and 
they have the strength to fulfil it by the realization of the words of 
Christ: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will 
refresh you.” 

God has set up His tabernacle not only in the community to which 
they belong, but in their hearts, and His soul will not cast them off. 
He walks in their midst, and He is their God! So congratulating these 
Sisters, we will all join now in the celebration of this Holy Mass, thank- 
ing God, yes, first of all for the great graces He has given them, and 
for the great graces which He has allowed them to obtain for mankind, 
but beseeching Him, too, to give them the strength and peace and 
contentment to live out their allotted years in union with Him, whom 
they joined in spiritual marriage fifty years ago. 


be bad Ad multos annos! 














Little Lovers’ League 


OST of you, dear Little Lovers, know that June is the month 
of the Sacred Heart, the month in which we try to pay 
special honor and devotion to that loving Heart of Our 

Lord which shed the very last drop of Its blood for us on the Cross. You 
know also that the words “Heart of Jesus” mean not merely the physi- 
cal Heart of flesh and blood which beat in His breast while on earth 
just as ours do now, but they mean the living Person of the God-Man, 
so that when we offer our adoration and love to His Divine Heart, we 
truly offer it to Christ Himself. 

When He lived among us on earth, Jesus showed very often that 
His Heart was like that of other men, only, of course, infinitely nobler 
and more tender. But His words and actions proved that He wanted 
to be loved as we do, that He appreciated kindness and was hurt by 
ingratitude and contempt. Think, for example, of the wedding at Cana, 
when, because He loved His Mother and wanted to save the young couple 
shame and embarrassment, He performed the first of all His miracles 
and changed water into wine. Remember, too, the banquet which He 
attended at the house of Simon, the rich man. When Our Lord entered. 
Simon did not embrace Him, nor offer Him water to wash the dust 
stains from His feet, as the Jews used to do at that time. Later a woman, 
who was a sinner, came in, and throwing herself at Jesus’ feet, washed 
them with her tears and dried them with her hair, before pouring a 
costly perfume over them. When Simon complained that this was 
wasteful, Jesus said quietly that she had done a good thing, while Simon 
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himself had neglected even the common politeness of a host to his guest. 

During the course of His public life, Jesus drew large crowds after 
Him and twice when they had wandered out into the desert where there 
was neither food nor drink, our Divine Savior multiplied loaves of 
bread and fish, so that the people would not have to go hungry. He did 
this, as the Gospels tell us, because He had “compassion on them.” Re- 
member also the time Our Lord came to the gates of the city of Naim, 
just as a funeral procession was going out to the cemetery. Because 
Jesus knew that the dead man was the only son of a widow, His Heart 
was so touched at the mother’s grief, that He stopped the procession and 
raised the young man to life, giving him back to her. Then there is the 
case of the ten lepers whom Jesus healed. Nine were so happy at being 
cured that they rushed right off to show themselves to their friends, for- 
getting all about saying “thank you.” Only one returned to show his 
gratitude to Our Lord. We can almost hear the hurt in Jesus’ voice 
as He asks, “But were not ten made clean? Where are the other nine?” 
It reminds us of a small boy who would tell his mother of the fine 
present he had given to a friend and then add: “But he didn’t even say 
thanks!” Again, think of how Jesus loved Martha and Mary, and their 
brother Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead, and how He liked 
to visit them and stay at their home in Bethany. 

All these examples of the love of Jesus are taken, it is true, from 
His life on earth; but we must not think that His great Heart does not 
love His children on earth now, when He is reigning gloriously in 
heaven, just as tenderly and just as much as He loved those who lived 
when He did in Jerusalem and Galilee. He does, and yearns for our 
love in return. It is as though He cannot be content without our poor 
human hearts to love Him, and time after time He begs us to give Him 
our love. He appeared to St. Margaret Mary in France many years 
ago and told her of His burning love for souls and of the hurt He feels 
at their coldness and indifference to His love. 

During this month of June, then, dear Little Lovers, let us try as 
hard as we can to show Jesus that we love Him. This need not be done 
in any extraordinary ways, but just by the simple things of every day. 
For example, before beginning any action let us offer it to Our Lord as 
an act of love. While we are doing it, let us turn to Him in our thoughts 
with a short prayer, like: “Heart of Jesus, I love You and offer You 
this.” When we have finished, let us thank Him for helping us. On our 
way home from school, let us try to drop in for a short visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament and whisper a little prayer to the Sacred Heart for 
His blessing on our work and play. Best of all, let us try to go to Holy 
Mass and Communion just as often as possible during this month, es- 
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pecially on the First Friday and on June 12, the feast of the Sacred 
Heart. This will be proving our love by our actions and saying “I love 
You!” to the Sacred Heart in the way He likes most. 


PRACTICE: Be apostles of the Sacred Heart during this month 
and invite some of your friends to begin making the nine First Fridays, 
and take them with you when you visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 


ASPIRATION: Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my trust in Thee! 


A Lesson in Love 


ETERKIN Brown was in bed. Now the strange part of it was that 

it was not night-time, nor was Peterkin Brown sick. But 
just the same he was in bed: in bed in the late afternoon with the sun 
streaming in his window, the birds chattering in the trees outside, and 
the flowering vine that grew over his window-sill peering in to see why 
on earth a boy of seven was in bed when he wasn’t sick and the sun 
was shining. Peterkin’s usually merry blue eyes were dark and the 
lips that usually turned up in a wide smile were curved downward, 
while the fair hair which grew in such a funny way all over his head, 
looking, as his father often said, like a ‘‘thatched roof,’’ was rumpled 
against the pillow. 

It was all rather sad, for on this lovely June afternoon, Peterkin 
Brown had been sent to bed without any supper, because he had been 
bad, very bad, so bad that his mother had called him ‘‘Peter’’ instead 
of her usual Peterkin, which made him realize how angry she was with 
him. But Peterkin just folded his arms and leaned back on his pillow 
and sulked. 

Of course he knew that tomorrow was Corpus Christi. The Sisters 
in school had told them about this beautiful feast, which was a remem- 
brance of the Gift Our Lord had given men of His Body which they re- 
ceived in Holy Communion. He remembered from last year all about the 
procession which started from the village church and wound through 
the streets, which were decorated with flags and ribbon, with altars 
set up here and there, having flowers and candles on them. He recalled 
how the priest had carried the Blessed Sacrament in the shining gold 
monstrance right past the door of his house and on through the fields 
and the green woodland to bless the river which flowed near the town. 
He knew all that, but just the same, his mother had promised to take him 
to the circus in the next town that afternoon, and when Peterkin had 
arrived home from school, all excited about the lions and tigers and 
funny clowns, he found his mother all excited too, but not about the 
circus. She had forgotten all about the circus, because their house had 
been chosen as one of those to have an outdoor altar at the steps. 
And instead of going to the circus, Peterkin was told to hurry and cut 
the grass, then weed the garden, and afterwards wash off the steps and 
sidewalk, so that all would be ready for the altar to be set up. When 
he said: “But we are going to the circus!’”’ his mother told him not 
to be silly and to hurry as the men were coming with the altar soon. 
Then Peterkin had shouted in an angry voice: “I don’t want to cut 
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the grass; I want to go to the circus!’”’ His mother looked at him as 
if he did not belong to her any more and told him to go to bed without 
any supper, since he was not able to appreciate such a privilege as 
having an altar at his very doorstep. 

So here Peterkin lay in bed, feeling very sorry for himself, yet 
not wanting, somehow, to look at the picture of the Sacred Heart which 
hung on the wall. The eyes seemed to be gazing at him very sadly... 
So he would not have to feel them on him, Peterkin shut his own eyes 
tight and kept them closed for a long time... 


When he opened them, he found himself in the woodland near 
the village. But today the woods looked different. There was not a 
stray leaf, nor a pine cone to be seen on the little path that wound 
through the middle, and fresh pine needles had been strewn over it 
so that it was soft to the feet and smelled sweet. Peterkin kept on 
walking and suddenly came upon a regular army of squirrels and chip- 
munks. The bigger ones had tiny brooms of pine branches which they 
were using to sweep away the leaves and dirt, and the smaller ones 
were carting off the stones and sticks that lay about. Overhead, the birds 
kept up with them, dropping the fresh pine needles neatly over the 
path. Here and there Peterkin could see rabbits and little hares dart- 
ing about, bringing wild flowers te the edge of the path, making a 
colorful border of blue and pink and yellow and violet all the way 
threugh the woods. Peterkin walked up to one of the bigger hares 
and said politely: ‘‘Whatever are you doing, Mr. Hare?’’ The hare 
looked at him in surprise: ‘‘Don’t you know, and you a big boy, too! 
Why, tomorrow is Corpus Christi and God, our Creator, will be carried 
through these woods in a beautiful procession. Of course, we cannot 
love Him and have Him come to us as He does to you; still He made 
us also, and we serve Him as best we can. Now you must excuse me, 
there is still much to be done to make ready the path for Him.”’ And 
away he hopped. ' 

Peterkin walked on thoughtfully. When he looked up again, his 
eyes grew as big as saucers. A lion and a tiger were coming majesti- 
cally down the path! Peterkin shivered with fright —- where could 
he run? But it was too late, they were almost on top of him! ‘‘H-hello, 
Mister L-lion,’’ he said in a very small voice. ‘‘Good day, little boy,”’ 
said the lion in a friendly roar. ‘‘And, indeed, it is a good day, a 
beautiful day, the day before Corpus Christi!’’ He looked around 
approvingly. ‘I see they are making ready here. Well, I am on my 
way myself, to offer my services, together with Friend Tiger, here, as 
escort to the King of kings. It seems fitting that the king of beasts 
should kneel before the King of all, as He is carried through the streets 
in royal procession. You will forgive us if we rush on? It would never 
do to be late; the King might think we were unwilling to serve Him!”’ 
Together the lion and the tiger stalked on down the path. 


As Peterkin stared after them, he heard a voice over his shoulder, 
asking if this was the way to the village. He turned around and saw 
a circus clown, dressed in a bright red and yellow costume, with his 
tall clown’s hat held under one arm. The clown smiled and put one 
arm around Peterkin’s shoulder: ‘“‘Even a clown like myself feels 
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happier than ever at the chance to join a Corpus Christi procession,” 
he said, ‘‘and have Our Lord’s own blessing many times! Isn’t it 
wonderful, lad, when we realize what we have? That in the golden 
monstrance which the priest will carry tomorrow, we have Jesus’ own 
Body, the same Body that died for us on the Cross, the same Body 
that we receive in Holy Communion? Why, it makes me want to 
shout and sing for joy whenever I think that God loves us so much 
that He wants to stay with us forever in the Blessed Sacrament!’’ And 
turning several hand-springs, he went merrily on his way, giving 
Peterkin a little push with his hand. 


There was a thump and a bump and Peterkin woke with a start. 
He had fallen out of bed! For a moment he felt dazed. Then he 
jumped up, dressed at top speed, and ran down stairs and out to the 
garage. Never before had he cut the grass so quickly. Then into the 
house for a pail of water. Carefully he scrubbed the steps and the 
sidewalk. Next he pulled the weeds from the lawn and garden border. 
Soon there was not one to be found anywhere. He looked around for 
something else to do and his eyes fell on a patch of bare ground near 
the step. That would never do, but there was a large pot of geraniums 
near the garage. These just covered the patch nicely. Finally he 
made a huge bow of yellow crepe-paper and tied it to his dog’s collar, 
warning him at the same time not to wiggle out of it. By now 
Peterkin’s hair was sticking up in every direction, but he was satis- 
fied. He.went back to bed, still without any supper, because he didn’t 
feel that he deserved any. 

Just before he fell asleep, however, there was a knock at the door 
and his mother came in. She had his supper all nicely fixed on a tray 
and gave him a big hug. Smoothing his hair down, she smiled at him: 
“Now, that is more like my Peterkin. I’m sure Our Lord is pleased 
with you, too.’’ When she had gone, Peterkin turned and looked at 
the picture of the Sacred Heart and whether it was the light or not, 
he couldn’t tell, but Our Lord’s eyes were smiling... 
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GOD IS NOT MOCKED... 
ey VER forty-five years ago it was reported that the chapel of the 


Carmelites at Lille in France had been desecrated by sacrilege. 
It was used as the scene of a riotous banquet by a group of anti- 
clerical police officers and their men. During the meal, one of the men 
took the Crucifix from above the tabernacle and trampled on the feet 
of the Crucified. Another mounted the pulpit and uttered horrible 
blasphemies. 
A year later to the very day, the man who had desecrated the Cru- 
cifix lost both legs in a railroad accident, and the blasphemer became 
violently. insane. GOD IS NOT MOCKED.! 



























Booklets to Read and Own 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 


Particularly appropriate for the feast of the Precious Blood (July 1) 
as it contains an explanation of the veneration of the Precious Blood, the 
Proper of the Mass for the feast, and many beautiful prayers. 


The Mysteries of Mary 

You will want to have this booklet to prepare for the feasts of the 
Visitation (July 2) and-Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (July 16). Contains also 
reflections on 14 of Mary’s other principal feasts. 


Good St. Anne 


The throngs who visit the-various shrines of the beloved St. Anne, 
mother of Our: Blessed ‘Lady, are proof of the enduring devotion to her 
of all Catholic hearts. You may not be able to visit one of her shrines, 
but this favorite booklet will take you to them in spirit, telling you of 
the veneration paid St. Anne, of her relics, shrines and miracles. It also 
contains the Proper of her Mass, litany and other prayers. 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God 


On July 11,.we celebrate the feast of this great ‘Father of the monks 
of the West.’’- This interesting account of his miracle-filled life and won- 
drous death will make you appreciate the veneration always shown him. 
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St. Anthony, the Wonder-Worker 


‘Nearly every church in the land has a statue of St. Anthony. Reading 
the life of this humble Franciscan friar, whom the Church has called Saint 
and Doctor, will show you why he is such a universal favorite. 


Magnificence of the Love of God 


In this month of the Sacred Heart, when His love for us seems particu- 
larly evident, reading this little booklet will lift your heart to a realization 
of how truly great His love is, and of the many means He has given us 
for returning that love. 


From Earth to Heaven 


In: all the distractions and difficulties of modern life, let us not lose 
sight of its one true goal—-heaven! This helpful booklet explains the 
true meaning and purpose of a Christian life and suggests guiding principles 
for attaining that goal. 

Each booklet, 10¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















Two years ago this month, Pius X was solemnly beatified. 
Read this interesting booklet to learn more of the beloved 
Pontiff who gloried in the titles of 


Pope of Peace 
Pope of Children and 
Pope of the Eucharist. 


10¢ a copy. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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